REPORT OF THE FORTH WORLD FEDERATION OF DORPER BREEDERS MEETING HELD IN BLOEMFONTEIN AT THE SHOW GROUNDS ON

THE 28TH APRIL 2010

Present:

Mr & Mrs Danie Visser ........................................Namibia

David Ellison                                                         Canada

Adrian Veitch                                                         Austalia

Leon van Niekerk                                                   RSA

Dries Wiese                                                            RSA

Giancarlos Antoni                                                  Brazil

Leonardo Fernandes                                               Brazil

Rikus van der Merwe                                             RSA

Gideon Vivier                                                         RSA

Charlotte Milne                                                      RSA

Apologies:

Mexico

Zimbabwe

USA

Germany

Lyle Webster Canada

Gideon Vivier, current president, welcomes all.
 We must decide today whether this Federation must 
continue or not.   We still battle to get feedback from people overseas and do not
 know what the feeling is about the Federation.
Everybody present thinks that the Federation has a place.   We must all try to

create more contact, but it is good to be linked to the Mother Society in this way.

Dave Ellison feels that the only realistic place to have the Federation is in South

Africa.
Gideon asks nominations for a new president.   Dries Wiese proposes Gideon and

Adrian Veitch seconds.   

Gideon Vivier unanimously voted as President for another year.

Gideon says we will keep the meeting informal and just exchange opinions and ideas as there is not really a formal agenda for the meeting. He asks whether there are any problems the people present would like to bring to our attention.

Brazil and Australia have problems with pasterns.

Danie Visser says in certain areas of Namibia it also happens.   It is a selection 

problem and he feels each country must adjust to their own circumstances.

Danie Visser would like information from members of the Federation as to their

performance according to Lamb Plan in comparison with our Dorper 21

www.lambplan.com.au
Dr Olivier must be requested to have a look into the matter as there is far more 

information and it is a good tool to get us to the next step.

Representative from Brazil confirms that they first look at the performance data

of an animal and then at the visual appearance of the animal.

They want to keep the birthrate up and shorten the length of pregnancy.

Brazil is also looking into Lamb Plan as a performance testing system.

South Africa is interested in any feed back regarding problems or progress

in for instance their performance testing requirements which could be used

all over the world.   
Young farmers are educated people these days and they do things in a scientific way.

Dr Veitch says interesting research is presently done in Australia.

Pro-laps:
1. Genetics

2. Lung worm ( problem in Australia which causes coughing)

3. Too fat

To solve problem (2) they recommend slaughtering sick sheep immediately.

( Shoot them in Australia!)

Brazil thinks the pastern problem is worse in Dorpers than in White Dorpers.

Therefore they think is might be genetic problems.

We have not noticed this difference in South Africa.
Lambing problems:

Dr Veitch reports that in Australia they started feeding calcium

which improves the contractions of the uterus and limits the size 
of the lamb.    It is certain that the calcium/potassium balance

plays an important role .   Dr Veitch will forward more info regarding
these findings.

Leonardo Fernandes from Brazil , is also a Vet. ,and he agrees with Adrian.

Dave Ellison says the biggest problem in Canada is to get genetics in.
The free movement of genetic is still not allowed.

Dr Adrian Veitch says that is due to the lobby groups and not as a result of

any rules laid down by the scientists.

Unfortunately that is something which Canada must address in their own

country.   

The Federation has in the past written to the authorities concerned to try

and solve the problem but with no apparent results.   Dr Erika de Jager

also tried to assist the Canadian Society to no avail.

Shedding
Dave Ellison says another problem in Canada is shedding.   It is very cold there.
Coats grow thicker and they would like a better shedding ability.  Should they

go for a more hairy type of animal?    

Dries Wiese explains that the type of cover would not matter – it is the animals

natural way of adjusting to the cold weather to grow a thicker coat.

Dave still thinks a better hair-mix would help.

Mrs Milne points out that one of the Dorper characteristics is adaptability and

that could be the way Dorpers adapt to the colder climate.

Dave says their problem is that they are breeding Dorpers to sell to other

Breeds for cross-breeding with wool sheep.   Wool has no price in Canada and

people want sheep that can shed instead of having to shear them.   It is therefore

important that they improve the shedding in summer or their market will fall flat.
Dr Adrian Veitch says it is very cold in New Zealand and there the woolly lambs 

survive much better than the hairy covered ones.

Dave says the problem is the hair on the ears can turn white and the tip fall off because of the frost bite.
( The old  Dorper says: “B.a.a..Ghees – do you blame me – in  minus 50 odd degrees???”)

******We promise to try and find out more about the shedding problem and

report back.

Courses:

Dr Veitch reports that several courses have been attended by Australians in Australia
and also in South Africa.   He recommends that everybody should endeavor to attend at least one course in South Africa as it is totally different and very worthwhile.

Courses in South Africa are generally tougher and some courses overseas are

a little too easy.   There is also not the variety of animals available as we have in

South Africa.

Brazil agrees with this.

He says the South African inspectors’ English is improving at such a rate that he even

caught them out speaking English to one another in Australia!!!!

Dries Wiese says there will be a course in September on his farm which will be bilingual and everybody is welcome to attend.
Dries Wiese again emphasizes  the importance of feed back – news about courses held,

experiences with inspections etc.   It is important to SA to know how people overseas

experience things.  Suggestions to improve etc. are welcome.

Gideon says there is a delicate matter about inspectors who claim that they were not paid for their services.   He requests those present to please contact their Societies to find out

whether all fees were settled.  It might just be a misunderstanding of some  kind
Dr Adrian Veitch says in Australia the person who organizes the Inspector to come over must be responsible to see that the inspector is paid.

The meeting agrees that all inspections and courses should be handled and organized through the society.    Somebody can be responsible but he should report to his society and work through his society..
Adrian wants to know whether the Dorper Sheep is safeguarded against somebody 

registering another breed under the same name.

Gideon replies that we have investigated and the Dorper Breed is protected by the

S A Department of Agriculture as an indigenous breed “ Land race” and the name 

cannot ever be used for anything else but Pure Bred Dorpers.
Adrian Veitch is in South Africa to attend the World Championships  as well as do his final judges exam.   Fellow Australian Dave Curtis will also do the same exam.

Gideon wishes them all the best with the exam.

Danie Visser says ,that at the end of this meeting ,he is certain that there is a place and a need for the World Federation to exist.   It was interesting hearing the conversations

and he thoroughly enjoyed the meeting,   He would like to thank South Africa for

hosting the meeting and pleads that this contact which exists between nations must be

strengthened.

Everybody present agrees.   The Federation is the bridge which keeps communication open with the Mother Society.

Gideon thanks everybody for a pleasant meeting and the meeting adjourns .

Everybody ready to find a good eating spot in Bloemfontein!

Dated:    31st May 2010.

Compiled by Charlotte Milne

(Secretary)
